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THE OFERATIORS OF TBE 2D BATTALION
(1820 INF. AMERICAL DIVISION) IN
' THE V-2 (FERATION
26 MARCH 1945 - 19 AFRIL 1945
{Peraonal experience of a Companmy Commander (Co G) & Battalion Commander)

Thise momograph covers in partlal detail the cperatlons of the 24
Battalion, 1524 Infemtry, and in more detail the actions of Compeny G
during the first phase of the Cebu Cempaign. In the latter stages of the
initial phase, the author was promoted from a Company Commender. to a
Battalion Commender, and placed in command of the lst Bettzliom, remaining
in this capacity witil the division was deactivated in December 1945.

For the sske of clarity, tbo«o‘gmtion will be divided Into two
rhases, first the etiack and cwiminating asssults which secured Gebu City
and the surrowding aress, and secondl¥, the pursuit whieh localized and
destreyed the enemy miles north of Cebu City. (1) |

The second phase will be referred to in gemeralities, since the actiom
was staggered and discomnseted, and amy reference to this phase simply
serves as a successful cenclusion to a bitterly comtested victery. (2)

Certaln references, geographical and military, will make itheir
appesrance in this monegrasph, so it is felt necessary at this peint to
emmerate and explain them in se far as they pertain te the subject matter
presented, They sre; namely, "The Visxyan Campalgn®, involving the term
V-1 end V-2 North and South Vissyas, and "The Allied Order of Battle Chart®
(3); the strategic impartance of the ialands imvolved; the background of
these same islands beesmse of their unique distinetions in the Fhilippine
group; the tscticsl plan to be mm'; the enemy order of hattle in so
far a8 1t was known at the time prier to the operations; and the actual
ematrengtheﬂstingénthﬂ islands when the lnveding itrocps mel them
in battle. (4)

(1, 2, 3, 4) Eye witness, self.
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By the middle of March 1945, the cempaign for the liberation of the
Philippines had suscessfully passed the climactic stage. The original
imerican tosholds on the periphery of the archipelago had, by & combimsticn
of mltiple emphibious ssesults on the beaches and protracted engagements
in the mowntains, been expended until they formed an almost comtimmous ring

around the islands. (5)

| Dn.Iﬂrha and Bamsr 1o the east, the last .o.f." the Jspanese remnents

were being destroyed. On Luson to the morth, emeny defenses were dis-
integrating as Manila fell to the forces of liberation. nindoro; Harind‘nqnq,
ard the mim 1sland groups astride the overwster romtes through

the Visayes were in the final mop-up stage. The enmemy's grip on Pelswan

on the Wostera edge of the arehipelago hed been broken and aﬁ-,opaz-atim

in Zamboange (western Mindanae) and the Solu Archipelego had disrupled his
commmication el evacustion routes to the sowth. With the only remaining
escape route to esstern Mindeneo domimated by our motor tarpedo boats end -
owr air gupariority estsblished everywhere, the central Philippines had been
turned into a vast trap. Mttbd conquerers but a few months before, the
Japanese garrisoms in these islands were now eoniomd priscners facing

| ultinats eapttwe or snnihilation. (6)

Although the four islands comprising the awtm Vissyes (Pansy, |
Negros, Cebu, end Bohol) are a strategic and econcmic emtity, their liberstion
‘required two distinct cperations emplaylng two seperate task forces. (7)

- The missicn of seizing and securing Pansy and Negros Ocoidenmtal wes
designated the Vietor-1 Opoam'bion and assigned to the 40th Infentry Division
with the 503d Parachule Regimental Combat Team attached, 'l‘ha gperation to
1iberate Cebu, Bohol, and Negros Oriental was called Victor-II, with the
Americal Tafaniry Division designated as the attaek force. (8)

BACEGROURD
' mll._-ﬁimteﬁ in the very hesrt of the Phil.ippine Archipelago
andsepai*a‘bad from liindenao cn the southsast by the Mindaneo Sea a&nd from

(5) Bye witness, self; (6, 7, 8) A-1, p. 1.
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Mindoro on the northwest by the Sulu Ses, lies a greup of lslanda kmown
as the Southern Vissyss. This greup includes the four ﬁdoc.' 1slands of
Panay, Hegros, Cebu, and Bohol and several lasser ones, the most important
of the latter being Mactan and Guimeras. (9) |

Geographically, the echaracteristiics common te the Philippine Islanda_
a8 a whole apply to the Southern Vissyes. Their terrain features follow
gonerally the typical pa:btern' of a central momntain mmss surrounded by
low-1lying coastal plains end scored by mmsrous short, terbulent, and
seldon-mavigeble streams. Like the other islands of the Fhilippines, the
Vissyas are heavily wooded, and mative methods of land cultivation tend to
permit the development of vast areas of high growing grass or "cogonales”,
which sericusly hemper movement and limlt cbservation.

A brief accewnt of the geographicsl features of the feur iglands is
given in the ensuing paragraphs. Terrain, vegetation, transpertation
facilities, and roads are also discussed in this geographical study. (10)

Ceby - Bohols '

Geoorsphy.~~The two islands of the sowthern Visayan group, long,
narrow Cobu and oval-sheped Bohol, ave similer to Negros and Pansy in
topographical sspects. Mountein chains with elevations wp to 3,000 feet
forn the backbons of both islands. They are heavily pepulsted and as &
result have been practically cleared of trees in order to grow corn, the
stapls crop. On Cebu, minor forested areas remain in the central mountains,
while on Bohol, & few "cogon" grass areas and foresis exlist in the central

part. (11)

j18g.~-On Cebu, tramspartation facilitiss include
2 peved highway arowmnd the island and three cress-island roads. A narrows
gauge rallwsy, inoperetive when we landed, parsllels the coastal highwsy.
Similarly, a hard-surfaced road eacircles Bohol, which has, in additiom, a
well-developed radial system of highways running from the coast to the cemter
of the island. (12) o | "

| (9, 10) a-1, ﬁ- 4; (11, 12) A-1, p. 9.
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Airficlds.--The two most important operatiomal airfields in Cebu are
Lalmg airstrip at Cebu City and Opon Field on nearby Mactan Island. Other
eirfislds on Cebu appear to have been 1little used by the Japanese, Eowever,
1t is believed that they could easily be mede servicesble. Bohol's four
airfields, though not used to any grest extent by the Japanese, could be
extended and rendered cperstional Iithin a short time. (13}

Industsy.~-Cebu City, which was a thriving industrisl center of almost
150,000 population before the war, is second only to Kemlla among the cities
and seaports of the Philippines. It has en exoslleut harbor and is the
comsercial and politieal beart of the Visayss. Prior to the Japaness invasion,
three major oll companies had extensive stocks on hand in Cebu City, and an
il well produced 400 barrels & day. A large cement plant (later captured
intact in the Victor-II Operation) and coel mines with a daily output of
300 tons wore alsc in operation. But the Cebu City that fell to the
American troopa on 27 March 1945 was largely a mass of rubble. What our
bombers had missed was slmost completely destroyed by the Japanese when they
withdrew. (14) |

In comtrast, the island of Bohol has no industrial developmert or
harbore of any consequence and is alfogether the most backward of the
Visayss. (15) -
l ptiop.~~Throughout the islends in the southern Yisa;?as,

problems of heslth and sanitetion are those indigenous to the Philippines
as & whole. Outbreaks of all types of Ilmtestinal ﬁsﬁases, ranging from
dierrhes snd dysentery to the dreed cholera, occur. Insect-borme diseases
such as melaria and dengue fever are also wldespresd slthough it is reported
that cases of the former occurring in Cebu were not contracted there. (16)
There is a high incidence of rospiratm d4gesses such as h?anchitia,
poeveonia, and tuberculosis. Infection is riffe, and minor cute and ebrasions
_ st be treated immediately to prevent the development of tropicsl ulcers.
The enteric fevers, typhoid and ’paramhoid, are also common, while funghus
infections of the skin typical of the tropics are widespread. (17)

(13, 14) a=1, p. 9; (15, 16, 17) a-1, p. 1.
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Cases of leprosy, too, are not uncommon and Cebu heads the list as
the province most heavily infected with this disesse in the entire archi-
pelago. OCsbu City and the surrounding commmities are the focal points.
Before the war 1t was hoped that locsl treatment cemters would gradually
replace the large Culion leper edlény'in the Palawan group, but during the

Japanese occupation segregation was not strictly enforced. (18)

Strategicslly, the campaign for the libersilon of the Philipp:;lnea
reached its olimax in the deceptive operstions on Mindoro and Marinduque
during Jamery 1945. These minor feints in the islanda_ gouth of Luszen
threw the enemy off balsnce by ereatiné the impression that the major
American thrust would come from that quarter, Shortly thereafter, Luson
was invaded from the northwest, and, with its liberation well sdvanced amd
Leyte-Samer already secured, the key to the Philippines wes ours. (19)

Subsequently, the clesrance of the Visayan Passages and the smashing
of the eneny grip on the Palawan Group completed the encirclement of the
Japanese .garrisém in the central Philippines. It was now only a qmsﬁion
of time before the lsolated end entrapped enmemy would finally be exterminated.

From a purely strategic viewpoint, the southern Vissyas are less sig-
nificant then their northern neighbers; but they could not be dismissed
1lightly from the cverall plsn of the war in the Pacific. Thelr ocoupatiqn
wes 1nporl'.a.n'b to the Allied strategy for the following reesona: (20)

1. They control the vital inland water passages comnscting the

 Visayan, Mindemso, and Sulu Seas.

2. They provide more than a score of well-situated airfields.

3. They 'are the prinelpal food-producing area to the Philippines.

4. Gebu C.’fty is the 'se_cond most important harbor and indus'brial

center in the Philippines. -

The Eighth Army's amphibious atrikes in the southern Visayas, therefore,

wore designed Lo consolidate cur hold on the entire archipelago by giﬂng w8

(18) a-1, p. 113 (19, 20) &<, p. 12.
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- access to vital waterwsys, strategle airrielda, and natural resources of
this rich heartland of the Philippines. (21)

Opersticns hstmﬂom No. 93 and No. 94, received from General Head- '
qus, Southwest Pacific Area, on 26 February and 3 March, respectively,
launched the Eighth Army in its plans and prepsretions for the seizure of
. the islands In the southern Visayan g:mtip. Two distinet overwater operations
known s Victor-l and Vietor-II were plammed. (22) '

~ QOperations Instructions Ko. 94 directed the Eighwm, with the
support of Allled Naval and Air Forces, to: (23) .

1. Selze by overweler operations Cebu Gitj' on Cebmn and ziaar‘b;r

Mgetan Island and establiﬁ naval and logistic facilitles for
the a'uppom't of future operations. 7 _

2. Contimme the offensive to &esw hostile farces on and

establish comtrol over Cebu. |

3« Desiroy hostile forces and establish conirol over the Regros .

Oriental ares by employing elements of availgble forces in
shero~to-shore operations.

4o Make spécial provision for the esptm'a intact of the Portland

Cement Plant.

The Commanding Gemeral, Sixth United States Army, was directed to
prepare, stage, and mount the 40th Infentry Division for the operation from
Lugon, bubt control was to pass to the Commanding Genersl, Eighth Army, upon
embarkation. The latter was further charged with the estzblishment of
logistic facilities required to support subsequent shore~to-shore operations
and minor neval facllities as arranged with the Commendsr, Allled Naval Forces:

1. Transpert and esteblish landing forcesashore in Csbu and provide

naval protection for them, |

2. Conduct shbsequent overwater operations to iransport and establish

landing forces on NHegros Oriental and Bohol.

(21):4~1, p. 123 (22, 23) &-1, p. 13.
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3; Bstablish naval facilities and initiste motor tarpede boat
operatidns in the Cebu City area at the earliest practicable date.
4. DBscort and protect shipping on the lines of commmication to
the Cebu, Bohol, and Nﬁgros areas.
5, Demy the movement of hostile reinforcements and supplies to
these sreas. _ _
The mlasion of the Allied Air Force was to:
1. Provide gserial recomnaissance and photography of the Cebu,
Hégz-os, and Bohol areas.
2. Provide air cover for the naval task forces and convoys and
direct suport for tﬁe landing and subsequent operations.
3. Asgsist Allied Naval Forces in denying the movement of hostile
elements and supplies to Cebu and Bohol. |
ZAGITCAL LAY
The Americal Division, reinforced, (less the 164th Regimental Combet
Team in Arwy reserve) was named as the task force fer the Vietor-II Opera-
tion. The division's primary mission was to liberate Cebu, but the operation
also included the seizme and occupation of Negros Orient;l and Bohol. ({24)
The Americal had been engaged in operations on Leyte since Jamary,
and on 3 March the Commending G@eml, Eighth Army, directed that thoge
elemonts of the division that wers i;o be employed in the Victor-II Operation
be relieved from migsions on Leyte by 10 March in «rder to stage and moumt.
Replacements were teken fyom the 164th Infentry to bring the other two
rcgimnté wp 10 strength for the operstion. (25)
Eighth irmy Field Crder No. 23 published 7 March designated 25 March
as the target date (E-Dgy) for the operation. By an amphiblous assault,
our trocps were to selze a beachhead in the Talisey ares on the eastern coast
of Cebu. The field order directed the division to advance rapidly along the
cosst to the northeast and eapture Cebu City, its airfields, and harbor
installations. 4s soon es posib]:e after E-Day, forces were to land on the
nearby 1slands of Mscten end Olango and o seise the airfisld of the former. (26)

(24-, 25) A-'?, P %; (26) A-9, P %"57'
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The tactical plan further callsd for a minimum force from the imerical
Division to land near San Vicente on Bohol when directed by the Eighth Army
‘Gommander, in order to destroy hostile wnits on that 1sland. (27)

Additional shore-to-shore operations were to be conducted later by the
division to liberate Negros Oriental. Following the estsblishment of a
beachhead in the Ccoy River-Sibulan Area, our forces were to sweep soubthward
toward the town and airfield of Dumaguete, the chief objectives. (28)

The reserve wnits, the 503d Parachute and 164th Regimental Gombat Tesss,
were ordeved to be prepared to rﬁinfarce the Americal Diviaion on shord
notice from Eighth Army Readquarters. (29) | .

Qur combat forces for the operatieﬁ totalled 13,191 and consisted of
the following mnits:z |

Amerieal Division (164th Regimental Combat Team) 9,732
478th AAL AW Battalion (Batteries C and D) 408
746th AAA Gun Battalion | 601
Company B, 716th Tenk Battelion 160
524 Engineer Combat Battalion 605

5424 Engineer B&S Regt (Det Hq & Hq Co, Cos 4, B & D} 1,109

Company B (1 Platoon), 658th Amph Trac Bn . : ik
Company A, 80th Chemical Mortar Battalion | | 167
5924 Jasco (Det) | 250
14th Support Alrcraft Party 15

In addition, 2,577 service troops were allocated to support the
operaﬁion.' ‘
The naval force assigned to transport, lénﬂ, ard protect the landing
foroe included thelfo]lauing:
5 Degtroyers
4 Assanlt Persommel Desiroyers
8 Minesiaepera |
17 Landing Ships (Tanit)

. (27, 28, 29) .A'gs p. %"57!
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11 Landing Ships (Medium)

14 Landing Craft (Infanmtry) | ,

By 21 March all elements of the force were loaded and the convoy moved
to the sowtheast coast of Leyte to conduct landing rehearsels. (30)

The G-2 estimate prepared on 1 March 1945 indicated that there was a
totel of 11,500 Jspanese in the aress involved in the Victor-II Operation.
These included Cebu, Bohol, and Fegros Oriental (Dumeguete aves). The dis-
‘tribution of enemy forces was believed to be 10,500 on Cebm, 700 in the
Dumaguete region on Negros, and 300 on Bohol. Of the garrison on GCebu, an
estimated 8,750 were in the vicinity of Cebu City, uﬁﬁing aleng the coast
between Tina-an on the south and Liloen to the north of the city. The
remainder of the troops in Cebu wers distributed in emall garrison along
- the northesst ccast. (31) 7 |

of the 'lsotal eneny atfeﬁgth jnvolved in the Vieotor-II Operation, only
3,000 were bolieved to be combat troops. Seven hundred of these were in
Dumaguste, with most of the remainder in and sround Cebu City. The prineipal
combat wnits were the 1734 Independent Infantry Battelion, which was located
in Cebu and estimated to be at full strength of 1,000, and portions of the |
 174th Independent Infantry Battalion at Dumeguete and San Carlos in Negros
Orientel. Other identified miits incluied about 800 troops of the 1st
Division who were evacuated from Leyte in January and reached the vieinity
of Tabogon on Cebu. Base defense and sexrvice units imcluded such elements
as the 36th Naval Guard Force, with an estimated strength of 300; the
Hattori Ship Repair Unmit, which was believed to have been crganized for
grouwd defense dutles and assigned & coast defense pector; the Mizoguchi
Unit, the 18th Shipping Engineer Regiment, end elements of the 106th Ses
Duty Company. '

Direct commesnd of troops in this erea was exercised by the 78th
Brigade of the 10Rd Japmae Divieion. Hesdquarters, Army (Coarps), was

{30) Eye witness, self; (31) 4-2, p. 58.
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also in Cebu and exereised overall command of the Visayas and Mindanao.
This headquariers was believed to have lost many of its qualified persounnel
through the establishment of an echelon in leyte. It was also reporied to
be preparing planslfcr movenent to Mindanso should the situation require. (32)
Betmeen the time of publication of this estimete and the date of ow
laxﬂing, no information was received to cause any change In the ariginal \
caleulations. Sincs the end of hostilities, tnformation shows that the
eneny's original strength in the areas ilmvolved in the Vietor-II Operation
had totalled about 22,000. The difference between thls figure =nd tlr'as
estimeted 11,500 is accounted for chiefly by the presence of many elements
evacuated from Leybe and service elements which were not detected prier to
contact, (33)
~ Frequent punitive expeditions by the Japavease garriscn had repeatedly |
disorganized and scattered the guerrilla units on Cebu, but they were re-
grouped early im 1944 under Liézbemn'h Colonsl Jaméa Cushing. 4n intelligence
net was developed, ‘and an airstrip was estebllshed. Most of the island of
Bohol was controlled by epproximately 5,000 guerrillas, and the interior
of Negros Oriemtel was held by a force of 2,000. - (34) |
~ Pebruary end March 1945 found the Americel Division ectively engaged
. with the enemy on the west comst of leyte. At Jthis time, spproximately
one month Before E-Day, the dlvision received a warning orésr for the V=2
Operation. Plans were made to move the troops back to base camps for re-
organigzation, equipment, and general orlemtatiom for the operatiocn,
11 March found the 1824 Infantry beginning‘their return move to Capoocan
on Carigerro Bay end completing this move the following day. (35)
Thebrief staging period was conducted in a sea of mui at Capoocan.
Plans and slternate plans were made and studisd. Attached troops joined
- thelr reapective Battalion Landing Teams and last minute sdrrangements mﬁ_
completed in 50 far as possible wuder the limited time allotted, and fimal
plens were put inmto effeet to disembark at Duiag, Leyte (36)

(32, 33) A=1, p. 58-59; (34) A-1; (35, 36), Self.
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The Amerieal was activated in May 1942, in New Galadonﬁa. Sergeant
David Fonseca, of Canbridge, Massachusetts, coined the name from the pkrase,
"Americans in New Caledonla". Task Force 68l provided most of the original
persomnel. Oms regiment, the 164th, left the States in March 1942, joining
the task force in New Caledonie in ipril 1942. (39) |

The originel components of the Americal Division were the 182d Infantry
(Massactmeetts Nationel Guard); 164th Infantry (North Dakota Hational Guard);
132d Infantry (Ilinois Nationsl Guard); 221st Field Artillery; 57tk Engineer
Conbat Battalion; 26th Signal Company; 121st Medical Batialion; 125th
Quartermaster (all Massachusetts National Guard); 245&1 Field Artillery,
246th Field Artillery, 247th Field Artillery, 721lat Ordnance Compary (a1l
selectees); 21st Cavalry Recommaissance Troop (formed from obher umits
within the division). (40) |

The 164th Infantry led the division into combat, landing on Gusdvlcanal
on 13 Octeber 1942, to becom the first Army ground unit to teke the offensive
in any theater of operstions. The first heavy action against enemsr troops
came from the 234 to the 25th of October, when the Japs lawnched an all-out
attack against the Henderson Field parineter.r The Ameriecal Infantrymen,
fighting in the sector later known as "cofﬁn Corner®, were credited with
preventing & bresk~through which would have seriously imperiled the American
position in the Solomons.

After nine months of training in the F1§i Ialanda, the division returned
to combat on Christmas Dey, 1943, at Bougainville. Here it relieved the 3d
Maripe Division on the southern half of the Egpress Augusfa Bay perimeter,
end began s gruelling jungle campaign that wes to last nesrly a year. (41)

~ In March 1944, the Imperial 17th Army spearheaded by the notorious |
6th Division (Rape of Narking) launched an offensive against the American
pﬁrine‘bar in an effort to bresk through and selze the two ‘strategi:c
Bougainville alrstrips. In thre; weeks of steady fighting, the Americal and

(39, 40) 4=3; (41) Self.
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the 37th Division killed neerly 10,000 Japsmese. Focal point of the
Americal's action was Hill 260, where in one atteck, Company E of the
1824 suffered 85% ocasuelties. The company recelved a Prosidential
Citetion for the action. (42) |

Early in April the Japs retreated into the jungle, their main combat
strength destroyed. Though cut off from supplies, they were still aﬁle to
resist, and from April to early December, Americal troops probed deep into
the mounteinous inmterior, fighting constant patrol actions, and pitched
battles eeﬁﬁering around lines of communication. The division fimally was
relieved by Australisn troops early in December 1944. (43)

Early in Jamuary the Americal qmbarked for Leyte. Frcan 30 Jammary to
22 March, the 164th Infantry and elements of the 182d and 1324 attacked the
last remaining Jap strongholds in the hilly morthwest cormer of the island,
while at the same tiwe, other division troops mopped up narthern Samar, and
inveded the smell but strateglc islands of Bird, Gapul, Ticao, and Buries,
in the San Bernmardino Straits off the tip of southern Luzon. Units of the
.Amoricé.l also mopped wup Pero Island in Cametes group. (44)

On 26 March 1945, the 132d and the 182d smashed sshore on Cebu to begin
-tha. toughest campaign in the division's history. Crossing heavily-mined
beaches in the face of gporadic mortar fire, the domghboys swung north from
Talisay, made a rapld five-mile aMce, and captured Cebu City, second
largest in the Phillippines, on D=Day plus one. But then began three weeka
of some of the toughest fighting of the Pacific War. Firmly entrenched in
the hills north of the city, the Japs resigted fanatically from an elaborate
system of pillboxes, caves and interlocking tumels that honeycombed the
mountains. Dally advances were measured 1n terms of yards. Early in April,
the 164th landed on Cebu, executed & flanking movement to the south, and
came up in the rear of;‘the Japs dug in on Babag Ridge. This made the enemy
position wmtenable, and on 18 April the Nips retreated to the north, leaving
5,000 dead on the battlefield. (35)

(42, 43, 44, 45) Self.
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Throngh the rest of April, May, and June, the 182d and 1324 fought
Jep remnents on the northern tip of the island, while the 164th inveded and
secured Bohol Island, invaded Negros Oriemtal, liberated Dumaguste then
chased the Japs 1ato the hills,‘ and sent one battalion to Mindanao to
operate with the 108th Regimental Conbat Team of the 40th Diviaion. Mactan
and Ceuit Islands in Cebu Harbor were seized by olements of the 1324 soon
after the initiel invesion of Cebu itself. :

On the first of September 1945, the division loft Cebu, landing &t
Yokchame on the 8th. It wes the first infantry division to arrive on the
home islande by sea. There 1t garrisoned Yokohama end the areas adjacent
to it on the north, weat and the sop:bh.( %6)*&*

The division wes deactivated uponrﬁgﬁ:i:;jghﬂnﬁed Stetes 9ok and con-

gsequently bhes the distinction of serving its entlre exlstence overseas.
As a matter of mention, the author was a member of the original Task Force

6814 and remained to assist deactivating the division. (47}

The 1824 Infantry iz the oldest regiment in the United States. It had
its origin in 1636 when the General Cowrt of the Massachusetis Bay Colony
ordered that all military men in Charlestowne (now Gharléstm), Fewtowne
(Cambridge), Watertowne (Watertown), Concord, and Deddham (Dedham) be ranked -
into a regiment which was called the "Borth Regiment®. -

The regiment pessed through several periods of evolution and 'eﬁergad
to fight in World War I as the Fifth Regiment (or the Dandy Fifth). | (48)

- In 1919 the regiment reverted to National Guard status and existed as
such until inducted into Federal Service on 16 January 1941. {49)

| The 1824 Infantry was a member of the 1st Division to be committed im
an offensive action in this wer during the Guadaleanel campaign. (50)

Then came the battle of Bougainvills, the Leyte Campalgn, and finally

the V-2 Operation referred to in this monograph. (51}

(46, 47) self; (48, 49, 50, 51) 4-8.
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Dawn of E-Day the 26 March 1945 was ushered 1:&.0 being with, a terrific
navel shelling and air bonbardnan‘f. eonéentrated on the compact Talisay Tanke
area of the landing béaeh at Cebu, along with fierce rocket concentrations
laid down from cloge-in gun boats. To the troopa approaching the lsland,
nothing could be seen but a flaming inferno comtinually erupting, sending
great massive clowds of black smocke skyward. (52)

Landing preparations for the troops ﬁnediatsly became a reality.
Awphibions landing eraft end assault boats were .nilling about in the water
receiving these respective 1n.nding teams. Fully loaded, boats and am-tracks
moved out to the rendezvous eres.’ |

H-hour was rapidly spproaching. (53) |

The landing craft formed into their respective waves. Control boats
started for the designated positions on the line of depariure. The air force
made the a.pj:roach for the finel strafing and bombing run, the assault gen
boats roering with rockets angled to the flanks, navel gun fire reached

~inland amay from the beech and the assault was on. (54) £

The assault waves reached the beach with clocklike prec:lsion,i First
and Third Battalions of the 1824 Infentry on the left, one battalion of the
1324 Infantry on the right., Immediately wpon reaching the beach, the first
amphibious landing craft was blown over on :I.ts.side .quickly followed by
others. The majority of these amphibilous landing erafte (LVI's) were knocked

out of actiom. (55)

In spite of thls unfavereble condition, the 1824 Infsntry drove the bulk
of the enemy from positions on the plains sowth of Cebu City. As indicated,

the devastating effects of naval shelling, rocket blasting, and aerilal

bombardments were not sufficient to neutralisze the heavy sutomatic fire,
small srms and mortar fire of Japs. In addition, this area was very heavily
mined and serdal bombs fixed with parachutes dropped by friendly forces still
clung to the cocoanut trees om the beach, creating a harassing element not

previously anticipated. This obviously slowed the speed of the movem'r.tt. to

the primery objectives. (56) .

(52, 53, 54, 55, 56) Self.
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The initial shock overcome, the troops pushed forward, dismonnting from
the dissbled vehicles and advencing through these mine £ields, the most
devastating ever ehcm‘t.ered by this regiment. (57) ‘ |

Alomé Highway No. 1 delaying actions were overcome, and although it was
necessary to rednce cement plllboxes and overrun comerete end steel tank
barriers, all units reached their initial objectives by midafternoon against
gtiffening resistance. Mesnwhile the 132& Infantry Combat Tsem moving aibng
Highﬁmfﬂo. 1 gave flank protection to this regiment from any pessible eneﬁw_
attempt to counterattack from Cebu City. (58) |

The 2d Battgﬁon, 1824 Infantry, at this point was on the right flank
of the regiment. Iits mission was to seize the Provinclal Capital of Cebu.
The baitalion moved out fravalling approximately 2000 yards when stiff
resistance was met a.nd partly overcome. Orders were received to bresk
contact and move on to the battaliop objective. Breaking contact was not
immediately poseible bubt was accomplished, however, as derkmess began to
close in. A4t approximately 2200 an enemy counterattack was launched on a
small scele against the battelion position at the sector held by Gompany G.
This effort was frustrated and several enemy were kllled and some weapons
- captured., (59)

On the 27th of H:arc.h' the 2d Battalion again moved out gt dawn for the -
capital., Aﬁprczﬁnate]: 500 enemy were estimated defending the ecapital, so
quite & fight was anticipated. The battalion moved out, E and F Companies
forward, Company G in reserve. (60)

Several lsolated pesitions were overrun and a largs siﬁad motor pool
(including Amorican trucks) were captured and finelly the Provincial Cepital
wes. sighted 1000 yards eway. E and F Companies were halted and G Company
sent forward to capture the capitol. (61) |

The terrain at thia polnt was level except for the deep ravine-like
barks of the Guadelupe River which constituted gquite an cbstacle. One
outstanding bridge crossed the river at this point, but it was a naturel trep.

(58, 58, 59, 60, 61) Self.
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Pla:_xs were made to scale the banks of the river with a force lerge enough
ﬁo cover the company's cmossiné. The river was found to be dry and after
difficulty scaling the banks, & crossing was mede, Enemy machine gun fire .
was delivered on the bridge which, incidentally, was protected by unoccupied
concrete pillboxes, The capitol was fakén ard efforts were immediately
made to secure the high ground west of the capltol.

After a brief engagement thls was accomplished, but efforts to push
further met with strong resistence. Naval gunfire was called upon and a.gaiﬁ
Company G attacked making slight headway and receiving several casuwalties
from mortar, artillery and machine gun fire. Once again naval gun fire was
used within £ifty yards of the troops and this time the abtack was successful
a8 all the commanding ground immediately adjacent to the capitol fell to
Company G. (62) The capitol was aeeuied and the remsinder of the 2d
Battalion moved wp and extended the lines slready estsblished. (63)

During the night mmerous countersttacks were repulsed and several
artilisry and mortar concentrations were laid down by the enemy with
effeertivel'resu}..ts. Many ‘casualties wore roceived by boﬁh sides but no ground
wes lost. The night of 27 March was spent by the 2d Battalion at the
Provincial Gepltal, (64) |

The following wmorning, 28 March, Compary G was relieved by Company F
and glven orders to move on Lahug airstrip. The c_o‘npany moved out
immediately, only to be met by withering automatic fire from the left front.,
This was eliminated and Company E was placed on the righb fiank 500 yards
to the rear of Company G. Because of the continual opposition, a platoon
Vo:l‘ M-7'8 were altached to Company G, and the advance proceeded mere rapidly,
aided by the terrific asssult fire of the self-propelled 105's. (65)

Company G srTived st the approach to Lehug strip snd deployed from
platoons on 1ine to skirmighes two formﬁ anﬂ one back when suddenly
friendly B-25's came in and made six gtrafing rwns on Company G. This was
‘over in a matter of seconds and the advance weas contimtéd. The strip was

(62, 63, 6/, 65) Self,



captured along with the control towsr and various other operating instel- .
letiona. (66) |

Instructions were received by Company G to move down the strip and
ingpect for mines placed in the airfield itself. This activity was two-
thirds completed when Lahug airstrip suidenly was swept with the combined
fire of approximately 30 sutomatic weepons varying from 30 caliber to 20-
and 40-mn, Mortsr shells fell everywhere. The M-7's were supplemented by
a platocn of tanks and finally Company G was able to make its way to the end
of the strip and reach the banks of an wunamed river that flowed southwest
from the Magigs River. Thia.mnamed river had been esteblished as the limit
’of advance for that day. (67) 7

However; the aggreseive advance of Company G had been successful in
attaining the objective in such an unexpectedly short time that the Battalion
Commander enthusiastically ordered the conpaﬁy Commander of compm? G to
prepare to move out, seize and secure the high ground overlooking the north
end of Lehug air‘a'brip (namely Hill No. 33.)  (68) |

One platoon of heavy machine guns (Company H), one platoon of tanks,
and an artillery forward observation party were attached to Company G.
This order wes received at approximately 1130 snd the company was instructed
to "move oul in one~half how". The company unorganized under ithe harass-
ment of this 20-mm five, moved out on schedule with & hasty formulated plan
of atiack. BNo artillery was availeble and the author does not know the
reason whj' even at this date. (69) |

The company mwd out :I.n an inverted wedge, the left platoon following
the aforementioned wmnamed river, and the right platoon following the Magige.
These river beds were flanked by the foliage of brush and trees affording
cover and'eongeélnent for these platoons, which later proved very fortunate.
The third platoon moved in the center protecting the tanks and gulding them
to the cbjective. Approximately 400 ysrds from the objective, the ceﬁtar
platoon contacte& the apex of & double apron barbed wire entanglement, sown

(66l 673 68: 69) Self.
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vith partly concealed an;bi-péradnnel mines., The flank platoons were Iinformed
end by chance ceme in close proximity to the enemy gun positions which o
covered these obstacles., This resistence was eliminated; the cbstacles
reduced and the sttack was launched, after a small preparsbion from the
M~7's and wdsr the support of the beavy machine guns and E-j's. (70)

The company gquickly overran the positions and kllled the remaining
enemy. Then the enemy decided to do sbmething sbout the situation. Enemy
mortar fire fell 1like rain. HMachine gun and small arms fire raked the
‘reoantly taken objective inflicting meny casnalties on Company G. It wes
decided to contimue on to the next hill and reduce these positions from
which the firing was coming. This was attempted and accomplished, but the
same situstion existed, comtributed by the increasing height of each stb-
sequent hill. The terrain in the entire area covered by this narrstive is
typleal of these same charscteristics. As the attack progressed esstward,
each hill wes of sufficient height to support the other and harass attacking
troeps if ococupied by the defender. This particular attack wes made to
determine the extent of the ememy occupation to the flamk. (71) .

The Battalion Commsnder wes informed of the increasing casvelties and
ingtructed the compeny to remain on this second hill. | Additionel cesuslties
proved that this hill wes untemsble, coupled with the fact that supporting
weapons were wmable to place fire in the well selected oaves'eoniaining the
‘ensEy weapons and, as a result, it was necessary to withdraw to Laimg alr.-
ﬁtrip under cover of darkness. | The company was lncluded in the defense of"
the airstrip and all was quiet unt:ll spproximately 0030. .(72}

Previously in the afternoon of 27 March, it had been declded to send
Company F up Bolo Rldge to reduce the effective flanking fire impeding
Company G, bul Company F arrived at a peint pfaviouslur reached by Compsany
G's left platoon when taking the strip, and here F Company was halted. A
tank section was semt to assist Company F end an advance of about 200 yards
wes made across low ground including e bridged waterless stream. (73)

(70, 7L, 72, 73) Self.
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The enemy in the meantime had infiltrated .around the gpen flanks of
Compeny F and demolished the bridge. The tanks, therefore, were farced to
withdrew at nightfall by another route parallei to the rombe of advance.
Arriving #‘b this secord bridge, antitank mines were encoumtered end the lead
tank wss crippled. The other tanks could not cross the bridge beceuse of.
additional mines so they were forced to remain there for the night., XNow
the enemy was not known to be t0o active in this perticular area slthough
thls later begame one of owr most difficult dbstacles, and this infarmation
was initiated this night. The dissbled tanks were attecked and Compeny G,
minus one rifle platoon, moved out to reinforce the tenk crews acting as
gecurity. That night of the 27 March and the following day were spent
fighting an ensmy that wes invisible 75% of the time. (74) |

| Mid afternoon of the 28 March found the lst Battalion moving up on the

left of the 2d Battalion. The right flank company, memely Company 4, found
e hole and gained a hill (Watt Hill), the eastern slopes of which were
causing so much trouble to the disabled tanks. After taking this hill,
Company & immedistely began consolidating the positions when a great roar
shook the island. Complete cbseurity followed. Nothing could be seen but
great clouds of white gand pulveriszed to fine powder by the explosion.

Troopa 500 yards aﬁay were covered with this fine dust. Bodies, some d4is-
membered, fell earthward out of the dust followed by their missing limba. -
Praguentary debris fell ell around as far as 600 and 700 yards sway. When
the dust clesred, this former hill became visible, a great yawning hole

was now whet had formerly been the top of the hill. The hill had been
‘literslly disembowled. It looked like a great volceno at close range. Smoke
continued to billow forth from the labyrimth of tumels surrounding the base
of the hills and the foothills immedistely adjacent to this hill. Company A
had been almost completely wiped cut by this eslamity. Even in time of war
the suthor considers this a calsmity. (75)

(7%, 75) Self.
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Company G was immediately sent to retske the hlll and continue the
attack. The peychological reajction at thiz time waz tremerxdous. Neo: one
knew what had happened, and it is felt by the author that the men sust
alwsys receive at least & partisl explanation, but all were at a loss to
explain what had oceurred. (76) o

Regardless, Company G's Commanding O:tfj.cer went forward and oncémtqred
the Battalion Commending Officer of the lst Battalion on this hill with ten
volunteers. The volunteer presence of the Battalion Commanding Officer on
this hill instantly following the explosion was, in the mind of the awthor,
the most outstanding and effective effort to restore circumstances to any
semblance of normeley. (77) |

Company G continued the attack which carried into the hours of darkmess.
Incressing resistance was encountered and increasing casusliies forced a
withdrawal to this blown-up hill, which bed now been termed Watt Hill after
Lt Colonel John Watt who performed this previoua act of herolsm. During
the night, four successive explosions shook the hill and mmerous comrber-
attacks were Me by the enemy with litile suco‘esa.. (78) |

Intense morter fire fell on Company G 9.11 during the night, In 'b];a
morning, 30 March, mumerous satchel charges and bangolore charges were
found in the middle of our positions in the custody of their rsduea.d | g
bearers. (79) | - )

The same morning saw & coordinated tank-infantry attack directed at

| Bolo Ridge which met with little success and a tremendous casualty toll.
Companles E end I finally arrived at the extent of thelr costly advance and
spent the night. The next day, Company G relieved I Company and combimued
the sttack, supparted by tenks. The formation at this time was G on the
left, E comter, and F on the right. F Company wes forced by terrain and
enemy reaistance to the left and E Company squaesed out. The attack pro-
gressed and Bolo Ridge was gained. This was late in the afterncon and
becemse of an inadequate mumber of tanks, it was necessary for the supporting

(76, 71, 78, T9) Self. ' .
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tanks to returm for fusl and ayme. With the departure of these tenks, such
withsring fire was received from both flanks and fromtally, coupled with
concentrated mortar fire, that the sdveneing troops were wmsble to continue
pressing forwsrd, Efforts were made to dig in but the rocky surfaee could
not be penetrated with the regular entrenching tools. 1 reorganization
was immedistely necessary .lmt-'hpmibh wnder this enemy fire. .G.m;as.!w G
fell back 10 B Company's position and recccupied the ememy entrenciments on
this hill., A1l factors indicated that this hill could not be teken by the
present approach, so additionsl plans were rmm. (80)

During the night additional enemy emt;ratm were mpuiaed and
'frisnﬂly‘art:!.].‘l.ery was fired in fromt and in rear of the positions cccupied
by friendly treops. However, the positiens dug by the encuy were in so desp
this intentional bracket did no harm to friendly troops. (81) |

The Company Commander, Compeny G, was called to Regimental Command Post
for instructions for the day. At this time, Company G hed iwo officers and
approximately 85 to 90 emlisted mem. (82)

The plan of the day was to have Compeny G, with edditiomel trocps, make
& new effart 400 to 500 yards to the right of the effort made the dsy before.
The troops involved were two wnderstrength platoons from Gompexy I, ome
understrength platoon from lst Battalion; four M-7!s and three M-4's in
direct support. (83) o

Troops were made ready end an artillery barrage was requested, but at
this time of the campaign, on:lyz_sromp_ergaé_m allowed per day, and
a3 & result the preparation wes insignificsnt. 4.2 chemical mortars filled
WMMMMmmmmmummmmmmmmm
Fifteen gutomatic wespoms ,422-2&-& machine guns, mmerons small caliber
machine guns, plus multiple rifles and mortars were capured. Several minor
‘explosions alsc took place when the fertified positions were burned ocut wmith
flane throwers. The reasen on this occasion was the stores of explosives
used In 20 and 40-m= shell cases emplayed ss high-powered grenades. In ‘
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addition, om esssult was met by fixed bayomets in the hands of the defenders,
gome on rifles and others fashioned as crude épears on bamboo poies. The
explanation for this is the fact that air corps and naval perscmnel with
technical training were wsed to supplement the rifle troops and sufficient
rifles were not available to all defenders. However s this situation served
to multiply the mmber of machine guns by ten, namely gn-ns taken from planes,
dusl purpose antiaireraft, etc. (84) |

Company G was relieved by Company 4, 132d Infantry, and went into
reserve In the rear of the 3d Battalion, 182d, in the Guadalm:e racetrack
aector Dwring the night of 1 April, some 38 odd Japs were killed in
attempted infiltrations. (85) ,

Two days were spent in combat pairola and reducing and demolishj.ng
concrete pillhoxes threatening the left flank of the regiment. During
‘this time, 50 enlisted men and 3 officers were assigned to Company G as
rephbemnbs, bringing the strength %o approximately 5 officers and 140
enligted men. At this time the 24 Battalion was returned to the Bolo Ridge
gection and once again placed in the attack, this time in & cocrdinated
effort by B, F, and G, Several hundred yards were gained with minor
casualties., This action was slow and dogged and equally sha:red_ by all
companies. {(86) |

To hasten the effort, our forces concenmtrated on the left flark where
the 2d end 3d Battalions were to take a hill a day, begimning with the 3d
Battalion on Hill 21. (87) |
| - The attack was lawmnched by the 3d Battallon on 11 April, The enemy
repulsed all efforts and the fight contimued through the 12th. Still no
appreciable gain had been made and the Battalion Commander called fer
additional reserves. Company G was sent. This was at 1530 - 1600.
Company G had shout one hour of daylight when activity was delayed by darkness.
The noticeable decrease in casualties and lncreased freedom of movement |
becanse of the darkness gave 'b:irt]; to a suggested night attack. The time now

(84, 85, 86, 87) Self.
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was sbout 2000, The still abive slememts of the 3d Battallon were motified
and time was taken for them to get in position. About 2400, the attack was
launched on signal from the Commanding Officer of Compeny Gu (88)

The line of departure was crossed and within seconds a1l was progressing
well and Company G\ was moving forward shoulder to shoulder in order ito main-
tain comtact. Comtact had not yet been established physically with the
elements of the 3d Baltalion, although the location of these units was known
to Company G. About 2410 & brilliant neval flare illwminsted the sky directly
over the attacking elements. The enemy saw the wave of friendly troops and
fired everything on the hill. HKen fell on all sides and the assault was
lawnched prematurely almost eliminating control. However, the first lime
 of trench gystems were gained at a terrific loss. The following morning,
Hill 21 fell to Compeny G, which at this time totaled 31 men and one officer. (89)

Tt was later determined that this naval flare had been called far by
guerrilla troops who were in rear of the 3d Battalion and, hearing the move-
ment of iroops, decided to see whet was in fromt of them, They 4&id.
{Author's note) (90)

Upon taking the hill, Company G was relisved and the following day the
2d Battalion moved out to tske Ei1l 22, G Company was alerted but resting,
since st this time the combat effectiveness of this unit was zero. The
attack gained nothing until the following day. Stubborn resistance was met
‘and in a coordinated tark-infantry attack, yards were slowly gained toward
the ebjective. The end of the second day saw very little gain and the
direction of attack bsd changed to the north because of terrain end re-
sistance. (91) |

It was decided now to use ancther company 80 Company G was augmentsd by
2 officers and 60 men from Company L, totaling a little better than 100 men
and 4 officers. (92)

The mekeshift company sdvanced slowly up this hill which was abowt 1100
feet in hoight, and by outstanding support from tanks and supporting weapons
both in excellent firing positions, the hill wus partly taken with minor
casualties. Efforts to secure this hill met with famatical resistance, as
(88, 89, 90, 91, 92) Self. |
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we were now in the heart of the enemy defense system. The fall of Hill 21
penetrated the center of his defense but Hill 22 was the commanding ground
locking down upon 60% of the enemy force. {(93)

This hill must be teken. To relieve troopa, the Regimental Gommanding
Officer ordered a mkeshiﬁ company of clerks and cooks to £ighting positions
in the fromt lines. They arrived under the commend of the Regimental
Adjubaut and the Persomel Officer as Executive Officer. Thoy performed
ereditebly in aggressive action. (94)

The £all of Hill 22 was followed by a rapid advence by Caompany G to
E411 24 end then on o the division objective under moderate resistance
offered by a delaying action of the Japsmese. The epemy mein body had
executed a large scale withdr.awal north of Cebu- Gity

At this time the author becane & Bettalion Commander teking command
of the 1st Battallon. In the firgt action cm;xded by the anthm:, an MNP
Detachment of approximately 300, which had inflicted heavy casualties
the 34 Battalion was completely dacjmted by the let Battalion, suffering
only 16 casuslties. (95) .

The remaining sction on this fsland took place in the northera end of
the island in the vicinity of the Tubuelsn Sac Sec Road where the enemy was
trapped and systematically destroyed umtil they were completely disorganised
and of sufficlient strength that the guerrilla forces could hunt them down
and k111 them. (96)

~ "The 1824 Infantry Reglment, United States Army, 1s cited for outetand-
ing performance of duty in action sgainst the enemy at Cebu, Philippine
Islands, from 26 March to 18 April 1945. The citation is as follows:
Moving directly from s stremuous cempaign in Leyte during which it
sustained a high rate of casualties, the 1824 Infamtry made the main drive
during the landing and svbsequent operations on Cebu. This regiment, though
undarstrengﬁh, was given the mission of clearing the heights dominating the
City of Cebu. These heights were characterized by a series of bare, nearly
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vertical, hills progreseively rising %o a height of 1900 feet. The enemy had
 been preparing these hilis for defense for two years and had completed a most
elaborste sysienm of m‘ul:ml];y supporting, interconnecting caves, concrele
pillboxes, and trenches. All avemues of approach wa1\-a~ keavily mined and {ank
trapped and soversd by mortars, machine-guns, 20mm and 40m awbometic cannon
as well as by riflemen. The strength of the enemy force magning these de-
fenses in the zome of action of the 182d Infantry was approximately 6500,
. Despite the fact thet tha' regiment was initially 517 men understrength it
pushed its assault vigorously and without respite for twenty-two days, re-
puleing repeated counterattacks and suicidal damoii‘bion parties wntil its
deep penetration became the main factor ﬁim forced the withdrawal of the
remaining ememy forece. During this period every svailsble man was used in
the sttack; company, battalion, and regimental headquarters, antitank, and
" gervies personnel were used as rifls company replacements. From 26 March to  *
18 April this regiment suffered 878 caswaliies and accounted for 139 counted
enemy dead.® (97)

The regimnt reorgenized in bivouae at Liloé.n northeast of Cebu City
and made intensive preparations for the @vasion of Eyushu., However, VeJ
day sxrrived and we wemt to Japan. (98) |

To Major Gemeral Arnold, officers and men: "y hesartiest commendation
for the brilliant execution of the Visayan Campaign. This is a model of
what a light but aggressive command can accomplish in rapid exploration.” (99)

The most outstanding feeture of this entire operation was the intelligence
iInformation available. It was grossly incorrect and-as such governed the |
size of the force thrown againat the enemy and influwenced to a great extent
the tactics involved. At lesst initislly this was true. -

The initiel estimate of the enemy strength was epproximately 8000. This
was proven later to be a vast vnderstatement as the enemy on the islard came

(97) A-10; (98) Self; (99) A<6. |
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closer to 20,000-25,000, In counted dead alome, the enemy. suffered 9321
killed and 347 priscners were taken. No effort is made here to establish
the wounded casualties suffered by the ememy. Also at a later date follow-
ing V-J Day, 6800 Japanese surrended to the orgsnization, of which the
author was a member.

The excossive casulties suffered by this unit had & strong demoralizing
effect on the combat troops and only the efforts of iniividuals influenced
the contimmnce of the aggressive advém. Obviously there were mumerous
acts of individual herolsm within the ranks and among troop leaders of company
grade. In this respeclt the success of the operation speaks for itsél.f.
However, “the guthor feels thet the strongest 1nf1uanca of all on the success
of the operation could be largely attributed to two men: Brigadier Genmeral
Eugene Ridings, Assistant Division Commander, and Colonel Floyd E. D‘mm
Commanding Officer of the 1824 Infantry. Both men; by their continual
presence in the active sectors, inspired the men. Perhaps that word inspired
1s too strong to the wnacquainted reader, but let 1% be mald that originally
their presence was a challenge to produce but later when the success of the
operation was in the balance, the awthor féels sure that it was the on-the-
‘spot decieions of these tﬁ men that were largely respomsible for success.
They remained in close contact with the sitvation by peracnal observation.
Just to mention cme paramount instance wherein Colonel D:mn fashioned an
aggrésaive combat unit from his rear echelon clerks and cocks under the
command of his Adjutant, exemplifies the resomﬁgfulmss of which these men
wore capsble. Their example in the mind of the suthor was an outstending
application of the print:iples of leadership monlded and cuﬁvarted to fit a
situstion. mnam;ﬂ,{u-y actions by wen in such elevated command positions as
these ars most certainly ihflvential on the fighting spiri_'h of & casualty-
riddled mnit. '

Some platoon leaders sent to this organization as platoon leaders were |
not infantry officers but were tank platoon leaders or tenk destroyer officers
who hed received a smattering of infantry indoctrinstions and were considered
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s'ufﬂcien-bly trained to lead infentrymen. This was proven to be impractical
by the mmber of reassigned officers who failed to menifest sufficient self-
confidence t0 carry on in the face of combat conditions. '

Wher an enemy has been located and his strength partially esteblighed,
he should be anmihilated at all material costs. Men should not be used when
H. E, can be made available as in the case of the ridiculous ammmnition
allotment of 18 rounds per 105 per day.

It can also be mentioned that in the asssult of fortified positioms,
the artillery serves only as a base of fire fixing the ezisnv ir place and
permitting maneuvers of friendly troops but any effective hil is purely =
matter of relative chance. '

Alr pground 1isison was wanting but this bas now been rectified. The
reagson for the failure in this case was that the planes were based in Leyte.
At ome stage the communication between tanks and infambry became so

difficult to understand and manage that the tank platoon leader joinsd the
Rifle Company Commending Officer on the ground and this closer liaison proved
much more productive. Both men hed the same understanding and the tanker
was eble to express the desire of the Infantry Commanding Officer in a memmer
- more readily understood by his own crewmen.

The e:xisting conditions during the battle were such that gt any time =
gizesble enemy force could easily have pushed its wey through to Cebu City
and easily capture our supplies and wipe oul owr rear area installetions.

As it was, one infiltrating group did blow wp an ammunition dump that was
tremendously vaeluable, ! _

The influsnce on the aggressive action of special trocps cammot be
menticned too strongly.

1. M¥en should not be used whan armor a.nd H E. are available.
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2. Leadership in all 1ts diggpisod foms is mgn:h ;;’,n al;l. men and

needs only to be celled upon by@attle adver to be realized, as in the
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cage of a bitter ex-noncommissioned officer who sacrificed personal feélings

and perfotmed heroically when no officera were left in his company (Company F).

Even though his officers were not all battle casualties, he drvew his source

of leadership from the effect crested by miltiple casualties in hie orgeniza-

tion, ‘ 7 |
3. Smoke should not be relied ‘upon unless it is plentiful a‘b 1east in
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a2-1 ra‘bio to 'bhe amomt. needed, due to weather changes and sh:!.fting winds.
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4. Eutual'ly supporting poaitions mwt be aasalﬂ.tad by nnrtmlly
suppmmg elemenrhs simultaneg_gs_l; :Lf at all possible. A penetration on a
small scale is suicide. |
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5. Protection of tanks by infentry can be cerrled to an extweme. It

is felt by the author that the present temk infantry doctrine has eliminated
this condition.
6. When prior reconnaissance can be made, 1t is rpendatcry that it
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should be accomplished. A4s in this case friendly forces {gusrrillas)

ok

occupied parts of the island and Awerican iroops, namely the recormalssance

trocps of division could have been sent shead and no doublt the easy approech
in reer of Babag Ridge finally used by the 164th Infentry would have been

discovered.
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